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In Ireland, it is around this time of year when the livestock begin to give birth, and the ewes begin to
lactate again. The ice and snow begins to melt and the days start their climb to warmer temperatures,
echoing the lactation that figures so prominently into ancient mythologies. This is a fertility festival,
and shows the triumph over winter.

The modemn folktale that if a groundhog sees his shadow on Feb. 2 is tied to this as well. There is a
certain amount of fear that this winter is going to last much longer than we are prepared. In the an-
cient world, food was in short supply at this time, and the new birth and lactation signaled the con-

tinuance of the cycles.

Looking at Norse myth, we see that this is the time of year that the Norse were assured that the
Nagalvinter (three consecutive winters) had not come this year. There is likely to be a certain amount
of fear and axiety at this ritual, and worries about the coming spring not occuring are likely high.

In Neo-Pagan myth, it usually represents the birth of the God, and the closest depiction to the rela-
tionship between Goddess and God at this point would be the Madonna and Child representations the
Catholic Church uses. The Goddess is still a maiden figure, but she cares

for the child who will grow to be her husband one day. Michael J. Dangler
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